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I)ear Gerry, 6/8/91 

Thanks for the review of the Marcantonio hook. While it i 3 faithful to his career 
from the review there are some minor errors and there is a lack of perspective. I also 
find it surprising that there is no reflection of seeking out those who knew him. 

It is fair to refer to Marc as having been considered a radical in his time but all 
the things he believed in and fought for that I can Q re?iect have become national policy 
and practise. Not at all radical any more. 

Among those I do not recall being mentioned in the review which we read yesterday 
is that lie was responsible for Mitt's creation of the £ air Hmployment Practises Commission. 

I know. I drove him to the White House the day he accepted FDR's compromise, waited ( here 
you phoned) for him to tkke him to his office and got his account, his ecstatic account, 
as we drove. His legislative proposal of it that year was the much-sought HR 1. 

It was not only on weekends that he was available to his .long lihes of) constituents. 
Although his salary then was only <>10,000 a year he usually went back Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons, sometimes on Tuesdays, absent the urgent need to be at t/he Congress, and one 
by one they sought his help, by the hundreds, and mostly not about Washington-related 
matters. I drove him to the airport and met the plane the next day rather often and we 
were there when those needy people saw him and were so well received. They loved Mm, 

While if applied to the newspapers it is true that he did not have many friends in 
high places, in political life he did, in the Congress, and FDR respected him and saw him 
I think relatively often. I was with him at some of the meetings he had with, for example, 
the then GOP House leader, Joe Martin. They, meaning the centrists and some of the right, 
invited him to their poker games, things like that. Often we ate with some of them in the 
House dining room. Even the reactionaries respected him. 

Small as his dist let was he maintained storefront offices at several points so that 
he would be more accessible to the elderly and the infirm. 

When “il and another woman were his entire Washington staff they had a hi g h success 
rate in what they got for constituents from the executive agencies. And answered every 
letter. They did work long and hard! 

He was a remarkable politician and a wonderful, caring human being. 




